Early Years Topic Letter

Summer 1

Gentle reminders:

Willowburn will continue on a Monday (for Reception) and the children will be taking part in

SWIMMING lessons. The children will need to bring their swimming things in a bag to take to

Willowburn but can still continue to come in their sweatpants and PE clothes. A PE hoodie is useful as the

children can be cold when they get out of the pool.

Please make sure every item of clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name.

Please remember to contact the office if there is any change to your child’s end of day collection

arrang ements.

We say goodbye to Mrs Dodds this half term as she returns to her busy B&B as we approach the

Summer! Good luck, we will miss you!

Welcome {0 our

New Starters
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Muddy Puddles (The Three Little Pigs)

This half term we will focus on Traditional Tales, specifically ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and then any

other traditional tales that the children become interested in.

Communication and

Language

This half term we will be focusing on:

Learning ‘The 3 Little Pigs’ off by heart
and learn to retell the story, adding
actions. We will talk about and explore
the story along with other traditional

tales.

Using past, present and future forms

accurately.

Using talk to pretend objects are things
and developing our imagination during

games.

Making up our own stories and tales and

use narrative lang uage.

Continuing to develop our listening and
attention, sharing stories with no pic-

tures and talking about what we have

heard. = Q

Following instructions.




Reception Literacy

This half term we will be focusing heavily on making sure the children are

writing short sentences independently, and developing the depth of their
writing where appropriate. The children will be learning to retell ‘The 3 Little Pigs’

as part of our talk for writing topic as well as being exposed to a variety of other traditional tales. We
will look closely at what a traditional tale includes and the children will begin to include narrative
features in their own stories both verbally and written. All of the children will be continuing to learn
RWInc Set 2 sounds this half term along with securing the ones they already know and making sure they
are applying these in their reading and writing. We will continue to develop our recognition and
application of the tricky red words and ask that you support your child with these by pointing them out
in shared books, reading books and by reading the red words included in their folders daily when reading
their school book. Remember you have the list of 45 high frequency words which the children are
expected to read and write by the end of Reception, many of these are ‘red words’ which can’t be
sounded out.

When focussing on ‘The 3 Little Pigs’ we will be drawing story maps, retelling our texts, changing the
story as a class and making up our own stories. We will be acting out our stories on the stage outside
and promoting independent story writing throughout the half term.

In our writing, we will be remembering to use finger spaces all of the time to help us to read it back more

easily. We will try to remember to put full stops at the end of our sentences!
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Reception Maths

Maths happens naturally and spontaneously all day in Early Years. Maths is covered in all areas of the
provision and is enhanced and developed through carefully planned interactions with skilled adults. In
Reception the children take part in short daily Maths sessions to learn key skills which they can then apply

independently in the provision.

This term in Maths the children will focus on:

Recognising numbers to 20 and understanding that they are made of 10 and some 'ﬂ’ 5 a
more (teen numbers).

Counting up to 20 objects which cannot be moved. (L,\]}

Counting and adding 2 single digit numbers by counting on or back to find the

answer.
To double, half and share fairly.
To estimate the number of objects they can see sensibly and count to check.

For those children who are ready, we will be focussing on counting in 2s, 5s and 10s including counting

money, pairs of wellies or socks and groups of 10 objects.

Waus to help at home - Support your child to recognise all numbers to 20 and identify 1 more or 1

less than a number to 20 in practical activities. Practise counting forwards and backwards from any
number eq - 4..5,6,7,8 or 8..7,6,5,4..

Count EVERYTHING and make sensible estimations of how many things you think there are going to be.
How many peas do you think are on your plate? Hopefully children will estimate something like 20 rather
than 5.

SRE This half term we will continue to think about ‘Myself and Others’ as this is an area the children

need further work on. We will be thinking about how we identify our feelings and how we express them, to

realise our behaviour can affect other people and to understand how feelings can influence friendships.




Understanding the World

This term we will be focusing on:

Making observations of animals and plants and

understanding why things happen.

Looking for signs of Spring at forest school and during a trip
to Alnwick Gardens.

Planting and growing vegetables and thinking
about where our food comes from and what it

needs to grow.

Consider different materials and their uses and

properties when building houses etc, linked to our topic.

To learn about what buildings are made of in different

countries, for example mud huts in Africa.

Thinking about what animals are native to

different countries and consider what animals 8

would be in a traditional tale set in different

countries or habitats.
Learning about how people’s lives were different in the past.
Understanding floating and sinking.

Independently using the new Interactive Whiteboard and
begin to use laptops to type.
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