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Goals for 2 year olds
By the time children leave their 2 

year old provision, the vast 
majority will be able to:

Put coat on 
independently and 
find and try to put on 
own shoes

Communication and Language Goals

Listen to a story in a 
small group

Say ‘please help’ and 
‘more please’ when 
help is needed  with 
self -care skills

Follow simple 
instructions containing 2 
to 3 key words

Join in with group 
songs, rhymes and 
routines

Physical Goals

Pull up own sleeves 
and wash hands

Try to use a knife and 
fork

Move in a range of 
ways and walk 
unaided for increase 
periods of time



Goals for 2 year olds
By the time children leave their 2 

year old provision, the vast 
majority will be able to:

Explore and make 
meaningful marks in 
different contexts

PSED Goals

Play alongside other 
children cooperatively

Take turns with an 
adult

Be aware of and express 
some key feelings, e.g. 
happy, sad, hungry, tired, 
angry, excited

Literacy Goals

Syllable clap with 
support/in a group

Know a core set of 
nursery rhymes

Wear pants during the 
day



Goals for 2 year olds
By the time children leave their 2 

year old provision, the vast 
majority will be able to:

Maths Goals

Count 1:1 
correspondence to 3

Identify simple 
shapes, i.e., circle, 
square, triangle, star

Understand simple 
concepts, including big 
and small, long and short, 
heavy and light



Goals for preschoolers
By the time children leave their 3&4 

year old provision, the vast 
majority will be able to:

Attempt to fasten own 
zip on coat

Communication and Language Goals

Use age appropriate 
grammar, e.g., “I” 
when talking about 
self as the subject

Listen to and 
respond to simple 
questions

Turn take in 
conversations with 
adults and children

Talk about 
themselves, their likes 
and interests

Physical Goals

Take off own jumper

Hold scissors correctly 
and cut at least a 
straight line

Hold a pencil using a 
static tripod grip 



Goals for preschoolers
By the time children leave their 3&4 

year old provision, the vast 
majority will be able to:

Write own name with 
some recognisable 
letters

PSED Goals

Turn take mostly 
independently

Independently go to 
the toilet and tell 
and adult if they’ve 
had an accident

To have an 
awareness of their 
own feelings and the 
feelings of others

Literacy Goals

Recall core nursery 
rhymes without adult 
help

Know and join in with 
repeated refrains 
from core texts



Goals for preschoolers
By the time children leave their 3&4 

year old provision, the vast 
majority will be able to:

Maths Goals

Understand positional 
language, “around, 
over, under, on, 
behind”

Count with 1:1 
correspondence to 5

Recognise numbers that 
are important to them
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