Early Years Topic Letter

Spring 1

Please remember the importance of social distancing on the school site and don’t forget
to wear a mask for pick up and drop offs, unless exempt. Thank you for your support in
keeping our community safe. Remember we are now in Tier 4, please remember to follow
this rules outside of school to help keep us all safe.

Please make sure every item of clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name.

This half term, Mrs Marsden will be teaching everyday as Miss Dick works from home
during her third trimester of pregnancy. The children will also be supported by
Mrs Manners, Ms Lewis and Ms Waugh. We are very lucky to have high adult to child ra-

tio’s in Early Years.




Up, Up and Away!

Reception Literacy

This half term in Reception we will continue to focus on securing our RWInc Set 1 sounds and make
sure that everyone is applying these accurately in their writing. We will be learning RWInc Set 2
sounds this half term, starting with the ‘ay, ee, igh, ow, 00’ sounds. We will be focusing on making
sure that all children are confidently blending and writing cvc words this half term, those that aren’t
will get additional daily input to help them to secure this. This half term we will be learning many
more red words, and we hope that the children will start to use these in their writing (I, the, go, me,
my, to) independently as they begin to write short captions and basic sentences. Remember you
have the list of 45 high frequency words which the children are expected to read and write by the
end of Reception, many of these are ‘red words’ which can’t be sounded out.

We will also continue to develop our recognition of rhyming and alliteration through fun games,
songs and rhymes. It is vital that the children develop their sound discrimination skills before they
can become fluent readers.

We will be developing our ‘Talk 4 Writing’ skills this half term by linking lots of what we do to our
focus text ‘Whatever Next’. We will be learning to retell this story by creating story maps, learning
actions and taking part in lots of fun activities relating to the text.

We will also look closely at non fiction texts and learn facts about Space that we can all retell by the
end of the topic. The children will be writing plans, a list of things to take to Space and a letter from
space.

We hope that the children will become more independent in their writing this half term and choose
to write for a purpose. You can help with this at home by modelling writing for a purpose. Let the
children see you are writing a reminder to someone on a post it note, a shopping list or adding a
date in your diary.

Please continue to support your child by reading with them daily and looking at their RWinc
sounds, green words and red words in their folder.




Personal, Social, Emotional Development

PSED is constantly promoted all day every day in Early Years for example, sharing, taking turns, understanding their
own emotions, listening to their friends and following classroom rules are reinforced on an hourly basis on Early

Years. This half term we will place particular emphasis on:

Working to solve own conflicts, sharing own knowledge and explanations, becoming more confident to share ideas,

enjoying responsibility of carrying out small tasks.

We will also welcome some new friends this half term and therefore a big emphasis will be placed on friendships,

helping them to settle in and sharing our routines.

Reception will begin to be challenged with ‘Rainbow Challenges’ this half term developing

independence.
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RE This half term Reception will take part in

RE sessions to understand Christianity and will
focus on ‘God’. We will think about how
Christians see God as a loving special friend,
what we need to keep us healthy and alive,
why people are grateful to God, to understand
some people worship a different God and to
think about what worship means. Reception
and Nursery will also talk about special times,
take part in special worships and learn about
Holi, Passover, Chinese New

Year and Easter!




Reception Maths

Maths happens all day in Early Years. Each morning at register time,

we will count how many children we have, add them up and record this
using numicon and number sentences before our day has even started!
Maths is covered in all areas of the provision and Reception also take
part in daily Maths sessions to learn the key skills and vocabulary
needed. The children can then apply the skills they have learnt in the

provision.

This half term we will focus on:

o Learning about zero! E D

o Comparing and composing numbers to 5 '

o Learning about 6,7 and 8 and making pairs/combining two
groups.

o Comparing mass and capacity.

. Length and height. D @

° Time. §

Nursery Maths

Maths happens all day in Early Years, during the
register, at snack time and while the children
play. Before the day has even started we have
counted and added up how many children we
have at school and recorded this using numicon!
Nursery children develop a concrete
understanding of number and shape through
careful questioning and skilled interactions in
their play. This half term, their will be particular
focus on the following:

Counting up to 5 objects accurately

Matching amounts of objects to numicon pieces
Beginning to recognise numerals

Continue to develop 2D shape knowledge

Secure positional language

SRE as part of our statutory SRE curriculum this half term we will be thinking about Hy-

giene and learning why it is important to keep clean, understanding basic hygiene
routines and understanding ways in which we can look after ourselves!




