Semi-colons

Semi-colons are used to separate 2 clauses that are just as important as each other. This could be in a list (we’ll look at semi-colons in a list when we cover instructions writing) or within a sentence. They are often used instead of a conjunction a word that joins parts of a sentence (e.g. and, but, so, as, if, because…).

For each of these sentences:
a) Underline the conjunction.

b) Rewrite the sentence, adapting it as necessary to use a semi-colon.

Example: 

1. a) Emma was relieved as she completed the puzzle she had been trying to solve!

b) Emma was relieved; she completed the puzzle she had been trying to solve!

1. a) My grandmother, who is 91 years of age, always switches off the TV because she can’t stand the programmes.

b) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. a) The school disco was due to end at 6 o’clock because the hall was required for judo club.

b) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. a) A power cut was predicted, therefore everybody had torches at the ready.

b) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. a) Bravely, the mountaineer climbed on even though his legs felt like lead.

b) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. a) Sam tried particularly hard to include a semi-colon in his writing as he wanted to impress his teacher.
b) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. a) Thankfully, the match ended in victory as Newcastle thrashed Leeds 5 – 0!
b) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When we write a sentence where two subjects are being compared, we can use a semi-colon. The two clauses are equally important and are separated by the semi-colon.
e.g. 1:
Some people wait for fate; others make their own destiny.

e.g.2:
Ben was fearless; I was nervous.
Using the 2 parts in each, think about how the two things/ people might react or act differently and write a sentence that includes a semi-colon. (The first one has been done as an example.)
a) A crowd at a football match.
The players about to kick-off.

The crowd cheered frantically; the players were silent and focussed.

b) A farmer in a tractor.
The sheep in the field.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) A shark in the ocean.
A surfer riding a wave.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) An old lady walking.
A young boy on a bike.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) Bright sunshine.

An icy cold wind.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

