
Early Years Topic Letter – Summer 1 2021 

 

 

Welcome back and I hope you have had a well deserved break over Easter.  
 

Gentle reminders:  
 

Please continue to support us as we work hard to keep your children safe. Please 

remember to social distance at all times on our school site and remember only 

one adult should be dropping off or picking your child up from school to reduce 

numbers on our school site. We really appreciate your support. 

 

Please remember a WATERPROOF COAT at all times, we go out in all 

weathers! As the weather changes and is beginning to warm up please ensure 

your child has a sun hat and sun cream all clearly labelled. Sun cream should be 

applied on a morning before school as we are unable to apply, if your child 

brings sun cream into school to reapply this will have to be done by them. If it is 

a very hot day we always ensure to not be out for too long during the hottest part 

of the day and ask children to spend more time in the shade. 

 

Please make sure every item of clothing is clearly marked with your child’s 

name. There have been lots of items of uniform go missing this half term or end 

up going home with someone else. I am still picking up cardigans, jumpers and 

hoodies on a daily basis with no name in… making it impossible to reunite them!  

 

Please remember to log onto your child’s tapestry account regularly, this will 

help you to see what your child’s next steps are and will help you to support your 

child’s learning. Further to this, it is a lovely way to see what we have been up to 

and talk about school with your children. Don’t forget to upload achievements 

and experiences at home, including when you hear your child read. If your child 



is off school due to Covid –19 our quarantine pack is on the website but I will 

also continue to upload maths and phonics tasks onto tapestry by 8.30am each 

day they are absent so that it matches what we will be learning and covering in 

school. 

Reception children will continue to be challenged in school with our rainbow 

challenge tasks and these are weekly and certificates will be awarded via 

tapestry. 



Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
We will continue to reinforce positive behaviour at all 

times in EYFS. Supporting the children to develop their 

personal, social and emotional development is at the 

core of what we do in every way. 

This half term we will place particular emphasis on: 

Continuing to solve problems, compromise, 

organise own activities and alter them, 

articulating likes and dislikes and working 

together. 

 

Physical Development 
 

This half term we will be continuing to develop our 

independence! We will be working on putting our own shoes or 

wellies on, going to the toilet, identifying when we need our 

nappy changes, putting our coat on, peeling our fruit and putting 

our straw in our milk! You can help at home by supporting your 

child to get dressed by themselves and have a go at putting their 

coat on before you help them. You can also support them to 

wash their hands; this is something we have been working on 

lots at school! 

 

We will also be working hard to develop our fine motor and 

gross motor skills. We will be continuing with dough disco 

sessions and will also introduce a new activity called ‘squiggle 

while you wiggle’ .This is a new programme which we have 

bought to help support the children to develop their gross motor 

skills and early writing in a fun and energetic way! 

 

We will continue to promote gross motor activities 

like climbing, jumping, running, throwing and 

catching. 

 

We will be taking part in lots of fine motor activities which will 

help to develop the strength in our fingers, and support us to 

hold a pencil effectively. These will include things like pinching, 

threading, using pegs, twisting, brushing, stacking and using 

tweezers.  

 

We will be developing our pencil 

control and Reception will be 

focussing on accurate letter 

formation in our name and other 

words as well as writing sentences 

and labelling pictures. In Nursery, if 

we are ready, we will also be 

working hard to write our names! 

 

RE 

This half term Reception will continue to take 

part in RE sessions and our main focus this 

term will be Judaism and lifestyles, we will 

also look at festivals and celebrations. 

We will be learning: 

To understand that Judaism is a different 

religion to Christianity. 

To know what the Torah is. 

To know that Judaism is worshipped in a 

Synagogue. 

To know that many people have different 

lifestyles. 

To know that Jewish children celebrate 

Hannukah as a special time. 

Communication and Language 
 

We develop the children’s listening and attention, understanding 

and speaking skills all of the time and often based on your 

child’s next steps as the children often have specific areas to 

work on.  

This half term we will be focusing on: 

 

Singing and learning lots of familiar and new nursery rhymes.  

 

Learning the ‘Three Little Pigs’ story off by heart through our 

Talk4Writing approach and learn new vocabulary in relation to 

the story and characters. 

 

Using more complex sentences to link our ideas and thoughts. 

Some of the children will continue to take part in ‘TalkBoost’ 

sessions and you will have received a letter if your child is 

taking part in this. 



 

 

Reception Literacy 

 
This half term in Reception we will continue to focus on recapping out RWInc set 1 and 2 sounds through short and 

snappy ‘speed sounds’ sessions each morning, designed to teach the children to recognise and pronounce the pure 

sounds, this helps children to blend to read and segment to spell and write.  

We will also continue to introduce new red words this half term. We have already learnt lots of tricky red words and 

we will be recapping these words and supporting the children to apply these in their own writing within the provision 

and through our taught lessons. We will be developing our writing skills this half term so that the children can label 

pictures and write for various purposes using initial sounds, single words or simple captions and sentences where they 

are able. It still remains very important that as the children pick up the Read, Write, Inc. sounds that they practise 

forming these accurately, starting in the correct place. 

 

We will be developing our ‘Talk 4 Writing’ skills this half term by linking lots of what we do to our focus text ‘The 

Three Little Pigs’. We will be learning to retell this story by creating story maps, learning actions and taking part in 

lots of fun activities relating to the text.  

 
We will be continuing to write for a purpose - writing shopping lists, letters to our friends and much more. 

You can continue to support your child at home by helping them with their oral blending and segmenting. Play games 

such as saying a word by sounding it out f-ir-s-t – can they say the word? Practise reading daily and share lots of 

stories! Don’t forget to practise your RWinc green and red word cards along with their RWI sound cards. You can 

support your child to write by being very positive if they have a go and by modelling writing for lots of different 

purposes. 

 

Key vocabulary: fiction, non-fiction, sentences, captions, finger spaces, full stops, capital letters, rhyme. 

 

Nursery Literacy 

 
This half term in Nursery we will be continuing to focus on learning and retelling familiar and new Nursery rhymes. 

We will be sharing our focus text of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ as we take part in many activities linked to the story and 

we will learn to retell the story and put actions to it. We will share different versions of the story via videos and books 

and talk about which we like best and why as well as how they are different. 
 

We will be working on having a go at writing our names and developing our mark making skills.  

This half term we will be continuing to place our emphasis on creating confident mark maker’s, allowing the children 

to explore the different marks they make using a variety of tools including chalk, pens, pencils, crayons, water and in 

sensory trays. We will continue to use our new programme ‘Squiggle While you Wiggle’ to help us to develop our 

early writing skills in an energetic and fun way.  

We will also be promoting drawing and supporting the children to talk about what they have drawn and the marks they 

have made. 

 
We will continue to take part in short daily phase one phonics sessions which will help us to develop our sound 

discrimination and listening skills. This half term we will be focussing on body 

percussion and rhythm and rhyme. We will also begin to look at set 1 sounds of 

RWI (these will be short sessions and when the children join in Reception in 

September we will start from the beginning again, so this is just an introduction). 

Key vocabulary: fiction, non-fiction, rhyme. 

Nursery Maths 
Maths happens all day in Early Years, during the 

register, at snack time and while the children play.  

Before the day has even started we have counted and 

added up how many children we have at school and 

recorded this using numicon and on tens frames. 

This half term we will focus on: 

Comparing quantities and matching quantities. 

Reception Maths 
Maths happens all day in Early Years. Each morning at 

register time, we will count how many children we have, 

add them up and record this using numicon and number 

sentences before our day has even started! Maths is 

covered in all areas of the provision but as the children 

move into Reception they also take part in short directed 

Maths activities. The children can then apply the skills 



 

 

 

Talking about more and fewer 

Continuing to recognise numerals 

Compare size and length 

Key vocabulary: how many? More, less, bigger, smaller, 
number, long, longer, short, shorter, taller. 

they have used in the provision. 

This half term we will focus on: 

Numbers to 20 and beyond 

 
Counting to 20, adding more and taking away  

Recognising and naming 2D and 3D shapes 

A big focus this half term will also be to continue to 

consolidate all we have learned so far to continue our 

strong deeper understanding of number and shape. 

Key vocabulary: addition, plus, add, subtraction, take 
away, subtract, equals, total, more, less, triangle, circle, 
square, rectangle, cube, sphere, cuboid, cone, cylinder. 

Expressive, Art and Design 

 
This term the children will have the opportunity to: 

  

Describe textures. Charanga music - pitch, 

volume etc. 

Junk modelling - promote independent use of 

resources and large scale construction. 

Make their own decisions on how things can be 

altered and think critically when choosing 

materials for a purpose. 

Alter familiar songs and stories independently.  

Think about properties of different materials 

and what they would be good for. 

 

Understanding the World 

 
This term we will be:  

 

Making observations of animals/plants and 

understand why things happen. 

Considering different materials and their uses 

when building houses etc. 

Learn about materials that houses and buildings 

are made from in different countries like Africa.  

Thinking about what animals are native to 

different countries – What would the characters 

be if the story was based in Africa? 

Learn about how people’s lives were different in 

the past. 

Understand floating and sinking.  

Independently using beebots and programming.  

Key vocabulary: habitats, plants, animals, growing, 
materials, waterproof, native, country, floating, sinking, 
predict, investigate. 


