Early Years Topic Letter

Autumn 2

Gentle reminders:

Willowburn will continue on a Monday and the children will continue with PE
sessions and therefore will need to continue to come to school in their PE kit,

hoody and sweatpants on this day.

Please make sure every item of clothing is clearly marked with your child’s
name. There have been lots of items of uniform and PE go missing this half
term or end up going home with someone else. I am still picking up cardigans,
jumpers and hoodies on a daily basis with no name in.. making it impossible to

reunite them!

Dates for the diary

Wednesday 12th December - Christmas lunch day - children can wear their

favourite outfit.

Thursday 20th December - Christingle and Carol service in Church - 1:30pm



Personal, Social, Emotional Development

PSED is constantly promoted all day every day in Early Years for example, sharing, taking turns,
understanding their own emotions, listening to their friends and following classroom rules are

reinforced on an hourly basis in Early Years. This half term we will place particular emphasis on:

Developing our friendships and playing with a wider range of children. Initiating play and asking
other children to join in with their games.

Using how and why questions and becoming more confident to question things.

Accepting delay and being able to share our own thoughts and feelings.

We will use our focus text ‘Owl Babies’ to think closely about different feelings including sad,

happy, cross and being scared or worried.

RE This half term Reception

will take part in RE sessions to

understand Christianity and

will focus on ‘Communities’.
Reception and Nursery will also talk about

special times, take part in special worships,
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take part in the Christingle and celebrate "
Christmas. We will also learn about and _DOUS‘L\ DISEY
celebrate Diwali. 2
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Owl Babies

Reception L'lteracg

This half term in Reception we will continue to focus on learning out RWInc set 1 sounds through
short and snappy ‘speed sounds’ sessions each morning, designed to teach the children to recognise
and pronounce the pure sounds, before reading them in simple CVC words such as ‘cat, top, sit’.
For those children who are confidently doing this, we will be moving on to introduce set 2 sounds
and be having a go at writing simple captions. We will also be introducing new red words this half
term, including ‘the, I, my, go, to, said, no’. It is important as the children pick up the Read, Write,

Inc sounds that they practise forming these accurately, starting in the correct place.

We will also continue to develop our recognition of rhyming and alliteration through fun games,
songs and rhymes. It is vital that the children develop their sound discrimination skills before they

can become fluent readers.

We will be developing our ‘Talk 4 Writing’ skills this half term by linking lots of what we do to our
focus text ‘Owl Babies’. We will be learning to retell this story by creating story maps, learning

actions and taking part in lots of fun activities relating to the text.

We will share non-fiction books about Owls and learn about how information can be retrieved from
books and computers. We will also have an Owl visitor. We will work together to write our own
Owl fact file.

We will be continuing to write for a purpose - writing letters to Santa,

labelling models and writing Christmas lists!

Please continue to support your child by reading with them daily and

looking at their RWinc sounds and words in their folders.
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Reception Maths

Maths happens all day in Early Years. Each morning at
register time, we will count how many children we
have, add them up and record this using numicon and
number sentences before our day has even started!
Maths is covered in all areas of the provision but as
the children move into Reception they also take part in
short directed Maths activities. The children can then

apply the skills they have used in the provision.
This term, in Maths the children will focus on:

Use the language of more and fewer to compare groups
of objects, finding 1 more than a given number to 5,
find 1 more and 1 less from a group of 5 objects, find
the total of two groups of objects by adding them
together, begin to use the vocabulary involved in addi-

tion and subtraction.

Begin to use everyday language

related to money.

Nursery Maths

Maths happens all day in Early Years, during the
register, at snack time and while the children play. Before
the day has even started we have counted and added up
how many children we have at school and recorded this
using numicon. Nursery children develop a concrete

understanding of number and shape through carefully

questions and skilled interactions through their play. This

half term, their will be particular focus on the following:

Recalling, in order, numbers
beyond 10.

=\ ”
Counting objects accurately by 1 (

touching each object as they say the number name (up to
5 objects).

Playing with and exploring

numicon.

SRE As part of our statutory SRE curriculum this half term we will be thinking about hygiene.




