
School 

Attendance

Fact Sheet 

For Parents 

Everyone wants 

the best start 

for their child 

♦ Every school in Northumberland  has an 
allocated Education Welfare Officer who 

visits or contacts the school regularly.

♦ The school may refer your child to the

Education Welfare Officer if their

attendance or punctuality is causing concern.

The Education Welfare Officer will then

contact you either by phone, letter or with

a home visit to discuss the school’s concerns

and how the attendance or punctuality can

be improved.

♦ You can contact the Education Welfare 
Officer for your child’s school via  
school.

10 Tips to help you and you
r child

make going to school easier

1 Help them get their school b
ag packed the

night before

2 Make sure their uniform is 
ready especially

after the holidays or weekend

3 Get them to bed at a reason
able time so

they have a good nights sleep

4 Set the alarm clock early en
ough to allow

plenty of time to get ready pr
operly

5 Make sure they have some b
reakfast

6 Remind them to set off for
 the bus or

start walking early enough so 
they won’t be

late: punctuality is important

7 Check to make they have ev
erything they

need — books, PE kit, bus fare
, dinner

money etc.

8 If your child is finding the 
work too hard

speak to the teacher

9 Talk to your child about wha
t they did in

school today

10 If you or your child are un
happy about the

way they are treated by staff
 or other

pupils, contact the school stra
ight away
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The Gov
ernment

 regard 9
5% as the

minimum
 satisfac

tory atte
ndance f

or a

secondar
y school 

pupil. 

    
Some

 fact
s abo

ut

scho
ol att

enda
nce…

         

 
 

90% att
endance

 is like h
aving a

day off 
every tw

o weeks.
 

Most ch
ildren sh

ould rout
inely hav

e attend
ance

rates of
 97% or 

more.  T
his is th

e equival
ent of 6

days abs
ence a y

ear.   BU
T  100%

  is  achi
eved by 

many pup
ils every

 year in 
both prim

ary and  
      

secondar
y schools

. 

If you ta
ke a two

 week ho
liday in t

erm

time you
r child’s 

attendan
ce will   

 

automat
ically be

 reduced
 to less 

than 95%
.

If you ta
ke a 2 w

eek holid
ay every

 year in

secondar
y school 

your chil
d will ha

ve misse
d 10

weeks w
orth of e

ducation
 by the t

ime they
 sit

their GC
SE’s (ass

uming th
ey haven

’t had a s
ingle

day off 
for illnes

s).         
             

If your c
hild miss

es 10 we
eks of sc

hool do y
ou

think it w
ill affect

 their ex
am resul

ts?   

A 2 week
  holiday

 each ye
ar in

primary 
school m

eans a to
tal of 14

weeks te
aching ti

me misse
d— this

could ha
ve a real

  impact 
on their

basic lite
racy and

 numerac
y skills.

It is the
 school a

nd not p
arents w

ho decid
e

whether
 or not t

o author
ise abse

nces.  Th
e

parent’s 
note is n

ecessary
 because

 the 

reasons 
given nee

d to be c
onsidere

d by the

school. 

Keeping 
children

 away fr
om schoo

l for no

good rea
son is a c

riminal o
ffence. 

Prolonge
d absenc

e from s
chool can

 lead to

lonelines
s.  It can

  make it
 harder 

for your

child to 
get along

 with oth
er childr

en and

make fri
ends. 

Looking 
after ot

her child
ren

or shopp
ing for n

ew cloth
es

are not g
ood enou

gh reaso
ns to

keep you
r child o

ff schoo
l.  The

schools w
ill not au

thorise a
bsences

without 
a good r

eason fo
r your 

child bei
ng off. 

Keep an 
eye out f

or early 
signs of 

your chil
d not wa

nting to 
go to sch

ool, such
 as mood

iness,

headach
es, or st

omach ac
hes, esp

ecially at
 importa

nt times
 like the

 transitio
n into ye

ar 7 or

after th
e school 

holidays.
  Act upo

n these s
igns earl

y, please
 don’t be

 frighten
ed to sp

eak to

someone
 in schoo

l or ring 
the Educ

ation Welfare O
fficer al

located t
o the sch

ool. 

If your 
child do

es not g
o to

school r
egularly

 and you
 fail

to work 
with  th

e school
 and

the Edu
cation W

elfare   

Service 
then you

 may be

fined up
 to £25

00  or b
e

given a P
arenting

 Order.

Rememb
er the o

nly lega
lly acce

pted re
asons fo

r

not bein
g in sch

ool are 
illness, 

holiday 
approve

d

by scho
ol or a  

day of r
eligious

 observa
nce. 

80% att
endance

 is the s
ame as 

having a

day off
 every w

eek. 

Some pa
rents h

ave bee
n given 

a prison

sentenc
e for co

ntinually
 failing 

to send
 their

child/ch
ildren t

o schoo
l.  

The Gov
ernment

 regard 
95% as t

he

minimum
 satisfac

tory atte
ndance 

for a pri
mary sch

ool pupil
. 

Children
 with po

or

attendan
ce often

become 
the victi

ms

of bullyi
ng. 




