
Whittingham C of E Primary School Policy for Geography
Autumn Term 2021.

This policy was written and ratified during Autumn Term 2021 and will be reviewed 2024 in
line with our policy cycle review.

Our School Vision and Values
The children know these as the 3R’s and underpin all that we do and account for much of
the choice of our curriculum plans across the school:

‘Hand in hand together we will become resilient, respectful and responsible citizens of our
community and the wider world.’

School Aims:
• To provide an open, secure and welcoming Christian environment for each pupil. This
is expressed through daily worship which acknowledges the presence of God in our
lives.
• To further develop and value the partnership that exists between school and the local
churches, in particular, through sharing weekly worship and to encourage an
appreciation of the Christian faith and a familiarity with the local Christian heritage.
• To care for each pupils’ safety, happiness and well-being.
• To value our pupils as individuals, developing their ability to take responsibility for
themselves and their actions, promoting confidence and self-esteem, and respect for
others and their environment.
• To equip our pupils with the knowledge to make informed choices about having a safe
and healthy lifestyle.
• To offer opportunities for our pupils to become involved in the daily life of the school
and to prepare them to play an active role as citizens locally and in the wider world.
• To provide a learning environment, which is challenging and stimulating yet ordered
and disciplined.
• To provide a broad and balanced curriculum, setting realistic targets for each pupil.
• To extend and reinforce our pupils learning, making expectations clear, and raising
achievement levels.

Geography at Whittingham C of E Primary School

Aims of the Geography curriculum at Whittingham C of E Primary School
To ensure we are covering skills and concepts from the national curriculum we aim to develop
locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography and geographical skills
and fieldwork which are transferrable to any topic within geography and throughout the year
groups. We have chosen these topics for their local relevance and engaging content as well as
giving children the opportunity to build their knowledge of the wider world.
 We will ensure children have the opportunity to embed and build on their previous knowledge
and understanding throughout the year groups. 



We will ensure that our pupils are taught the geographical skills needed to:
- collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of
fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.
- interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes,
aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).
- communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical
and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Intent: 
At Whittingham C of E Primary School we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide
answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. 

Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as
well as their place in it. The geography curriculum at Whittingham C of E Primary enables
children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas and
which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops and understanding of
concepts, knowledge and skills. We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about
the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives; to promote the
children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and
human processes. The curriculum is designed to develop knowledge and skills that are
progressive, as well as transferable, throughout their time at our school and also to their further
education and beyond.

Implementation:
We will structure lessons so that prior learning, revision of facts and geographical
understanding are continuously built upon.
We will ensure introduction and revision of key vocabulary is built into each lesson and ensure
children have the opportunity to use these within lessons. 

Impact:
We want children to develop a love for geography and exploring the wider world as well as
their local environment.
 As the children develop their vocabulary this will be displayed throughout the
classroom/school on working walls and as part of displays as well as shared with families
through the half termly topic letter.
We will measure the impact of lessons through key questioning, child led assessment and
summative assessment. 

Cross Curricular Links:
When and where appropriate, opportunities will be encouraged to transfer geographical
skills across the curriculum.



English skills are developed through report writing, debating- especially about
environmental issues-, reading, recording information, speaking and listening.
Mathematics is enhanced through the study of space, scale and distance and the use of four
figure and six figure grid references. Children also use graphs to explore, analyse and
illustrate a variety of data.
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education,
RHSE and Science. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and
social welfare. For example, children study the way in which people recycle material, and
how environments are changed for better or for worse. Secondly, the nature of the subject
means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates and discussions about
world issues.
We offer children in school many opportunities to examine fundamental questions in life
through the medium of geography. For example, work on the changing landscape and
environmental issues leads to questions about the evolution of the planet. We encourage
the children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world. Through teaching about
contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and injustice in the
world. We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures,
so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people, and acquire a positive attitude
towards others. We help contribute to the children’s social development by teaching them
about how society works to resolve difficult issues of economic development.
Computing enhances our teaching of geography, wherever appropriate, in each key stage.
Children use their skills in data handling and in presenting written work. They research
information through the Internet and libraries of digital images (for example using aerial
photographs, Google Maps, video clips).

Assessment and Record Keeping
Assessment of geography at both KS1 and KS2 will be based on teachers’ judgments and all
recording should be simple and straightforward. Progress will be measured against whether
children are working towards the expectations in this subject, working at the expectations
for this subject or working at a greater depth than the expectations for this subject for their
age. Data is collected termly using our current data collection system which will allow for
monitoring of progress within and across year groups.

The role of geography to support pupils who are vulnerable or who have additional needs:
At Whittingham C of E Primary School, we believe that all pupils should be supported to
access this subject. We will endeavour to ensure that children are not consistently taken out
of geography lessons to access 1-1 support or SDI’s.

Role of the Coordinator
The curriculum coordinator works alongside the SLT to monitor standards of teaching and
learning at our school. A structured cycle of planning and work scrutiny, observations, and
pupil, parent and staff questionnaires will provide information to judge the effectiveness of
the subject as well as future development points. The coordinator is responsible for ensuring
the curriculum coordinator folder on the shared google drive is kept up to date, that staff are
supported and given opportunities for curriculum development as well as resources being
well organised, relevant and up to date. They will also ensure that the Curriculum Area for
their subject on the school website is relevant and up to date.



The coordinator for Geography is:  Belinda Athey


