The Duchess’s Community High School
Policy – Pupil Premium


	
	THE DUCHESS’S COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

	
	Transition Dates 20262027 
	



[bookmark: _9nc95wzegtzr]Please find below a list of the events we are planning for transition this year:

	Event
	Possible dates
	Action/s

	Open Evening 

	Wednesday 23rd September 2026
 
17:00 - 19:00
	This is a great opportunity to really show our wider community what we are all about - our primary target audience is Year 6 students and their families but all are welcome so younger siblings, grandparents etc can come along too. 

The aim of the Open Evening is to show some of the amazing staff, facilities and subjects on offer at the D.C.H.S.

We would like as many Year 6 students and their families to visit us here at the D.C.H.S. on Open Evening so that the children begin to develop a sense of place and belonging. 

Year 6 students will have the opportunity to walk around the school, and talk to students and staff about what it is like to study here at the D.C.H.S. They will also take part in some interactive activities.

Hopefully, Year 6 students will be excited to join us following their experience during the Open Evening.

We will have lots of eager Year 7 and 8 students who will be performing tour guide duties.

	Initial visits to Primary Schools by SEND Team members.

(E.H.C.P. and L.A.C. students)
	Dates to be arranged with each primary - more details to follow from the SEND team.

Visits starting  from:
Monday 1st March 2027
	Please drop us a message at send@dchs-alnwick.uk to request a visit. It would help if you let us know how many pupils you would like to discuss and preferred days/dates so we can block out a good amount of time to spend with you. 
If you have EHCP reviews happening before this date please let us know and we will also do our best to support by attending those. 

	
Initial visits to Primary schools by Steph Down & Louise Rhodes
	These visits will occur on a Friday at approximately 2-3pm
A sign-up sheet is available and schools are to sign up on the most appropriate date.
	Steph Down (Head of Year 7)
Louise Rhodes (Assistant Head of Year 7)



	Additional
student 1st
visits to the D.C.H.S.


	Thursday 25th February 2027

Thursday 4th March 2027

Thursday 11th March
2027

Thursday 18th March 2027

10:30 - 12:30

Primary schools provide a list of students who need a visit.
	A first additional visit for all students identified by primary schools as needing some additional support with transition. 

Students will make a name badge, complete an ‘All about me’ activity and ‘Find someone who…’ activity.  There will be a tour of the school plus an initial Q and A session with current students and the Assistant Head of Year. 

Please indicate how many students you would like to send on the attached Google Sheet:

We aim to have approximately 20 students per session as a maximum, so please consider this when adding your numbers and a date is full.

	National Offer Day 

(Deadline for applications for phase change is the 31st October)
	Monday 1st March 2027
	Parents are notified of the outcome of their applications for school places.

	Treasure Hunt


	Wednesday 24th March 2027

Wednesday 12th May 2027

16:00 - 17:00

Letter sent directly to Year 6 parents/carers once places have been confirmed.
	Open to all parents/carers and Year 6 pupils - familiarisation with the school site by completing a Treasure Hunt following clues to take them around the full site and along each corridor. There are two slots to accommodate parents/carers and students who may not be able to make it if we only offer one date.  This is the same activity on both dates.

Year 7 and Sixth Form helpers.  

Uniform on display with a person to be able to discuss with parents/carers.

	Additional student 2nd  visits to the D.C.H.S.


	Thursday 15th April 2027

Thursday 22nd April 2027

Thursday 29th April  2027

Thursday 6th May 2027

10:30 - 12:30

Primary schools provide a list of who needs a visit.
	Second additional visit 
Second tour of school and activities planned across curriculum areas e.g. STEM, science or food/drama.

Please indicate how many students you would like to send on the attached Google Sheet:

We aim to have approximately 20 students per session as a maximum, so please consider this when adding your numbers and a date is full.


	Completion of student information collection spreadsheet from primary schools. 
	Friday 21st May 2027
	Initial data collection sheets sent out
 w/c Monday 19th April 2027.
Primary schools to flag students for whom further conversations are needed. 

	Transition Day


	Wednesday 30th June 2027

09.30 - 14.30

 
	· meet the Form Teacher and students in Form Class
· familiarisation tour of school with Form Class
· lunch - can be either bought here or children can bring a packed lunch
· carousel of ‘lessons’ e.g. English, maths, geography

	Parent/Carers Meet the Tutor Drop-in 
	Wednesday 30th June 2027

15:45 - 16:45  

Invites will be sent directly to parents/carers.


	· meet the Tutor
· opportunities for Q&A over refreshments



Stephanie Down  is the Head of Year for the Year 7 students starting in September 2027 and she is happy for you to contact her and for parents/carers to contact her regarding children currently in Year 6. Stephanie  can be contacted at: s.down@dchs.uk .
Members of the student support team are happy to attend EHCP reviews, Care Team Meetings for LAC etc. for students joining us and who are in Year 6 currently - please contact send@dchs-alnwick.uk.
If there is anything additional that you feel would be of benefit, then please do not hesitate to contact me at: n.hutchinson@dchs.uk
Naomi Hutchinson
(Assistant Headteacher - SEND and Inclusion)
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