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Schools Vs Climate Change
Children throughout the school have 
been taking part in activities to raise 
awareness of climate change. Pictured 
are some children from Early Years and 
Class 1 learning about re-cycling and 
using our school grounds to find out 
about the impact our immediate 
environment has on the animals around 
us. Class 2 took part in a virtual live 
storytelling session ( it is also National 
Storytelling week this week) with author 
Dan Freedman who has written books 
such as Skills from Brazil and Kick Off. 
With reading in mind please don’t 
forget to return your reading surveys 
back to school as soon as possible. The 
children in KS 1 and 2 have also been 
having their say about reading and we 
hope to share with you our actions from 
their feedback very soon.

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,
Welcome to this weeks special Blog where there are our usual updates  and also some important 
information regarding arriving in school on time (8.45 for children who do not arrive by bus) and 
attendance. While we ask children not to attend school if they are ill we are seeing a pattern of 
children being off for minor ailments, having non-urgent medical appointments in school time or 
even having Mondays and Fridays off school so that families can go on long weekends. While we 
appreciate that we have all been prevented from going on holidays and so on due to the COVID 
19 pandemic, this needs to be balanced against how much time in school children have missed  
when school was not open to all pupils for the summer term of 2020 and spring term of 2021.
From the end of this half term onwards any children who have attendance  ( non COVID related) 
lower than 95% parents/ carers will receive an attendance notice letter and if more than one is 
issued in a school year we are asked to get the Education Welfare Officer involved so that can 
contact you to support you and promote good attendance. We will continue to be mindful of 
children who have had to be off because of isolating with COVID 19 so that children who have 
been genuinely unwell are not unfairly penalised. If you are concerned about your child’s 
attendance and would like further support from school please do not hesitate to speak to Mr 
Charlton or I when we are on Gate Duty or via telephone or email.
Best wishes,
Belinda Athey - Headteacher.

Friday 4th February 2022
Special attendance issue 
( Please see page 3 
onwards).



Fundraising and PTA
At the beginning of term I urged families to support Your School Lottery by purchasing a weekly ticket if 
they were able. Another way  to support us is if you shop on Amazon - use Amazon Smile and choose 
Whittingham PTA as your chosen charity. If you do this every time you make a purchase a percentage of the 
purchase is paid into our school PTA account.
The same is the case if you load EasyFundraising onto your browser and click on the donation reminder that 
pops up.

It is even more relevant that we raise funds for school as we have lots of exciting building projects planned 
such as an outdoor learning space, improvements to our Daily Mile track as well as new library and well-
being space and our PTA often provide vital financial support.

COVID isolation reminder.
Day Zero is the day a positive test is received 
and  Day One is the following day. On Day 5 
your child needs to take a Lateral Flow Test if 
this is negative and on Day 6 they take a lateral 
flow test before coming into school which is also 
negative they can come to school on this day.If 
they are still testing positive they need to 
remain off school until they are testing negative. 
If your child  is off school but does not have any 
symptoms or is not particularly unwell they will 
have home learning tasks set for them by their 
class teacher to help support their continued 
learning.

Reminder - World Book Day - Thursday 
3rd March. We will be giving the 
children the opportunity to dress up as 
their favourite book character if they 
wish. However, we appreciate that 
some children may not wish to to so 
and that is absolutely fine. We will have 
reading based activities planned on 
that day so there will be lots of fun 
regardless!

School Grounds in use.
As many of you will be aware, pre COVID our school  grounds were open to our pupils after school to use and play in. 
We plan to have our new play equipment installed during the Easter Holidays and after that  I will be discussing with the 
Governing Body whether our school grounds can be more fully used again. It is very important that our children have a 
safe space to play in as summer approaches . However, we also need to balance this with the fact that in the past when 
the school grounds have been open this way we have suffered a good degree of vandalism so some rules and 
restrictions may be enforced. 

Well done team Whittingham!
A smaller than usual football team ( the tournament games were played 
6v6) headed out on Tuesday to play in the North Northumberland 
regional qualifiers for the Premier League under 11’s competition. We 
had a fantastic time, winning 4 of our 6 games but unfortunately were 
beaten to a place in the North East regional heats. The Under 11’s 
Alnwick Partnership League resumes in March. I have tried to contact a 
number of schools to see if we could have a hockey or netball league or 
even just some friendly matches but at the moment have not had a 
response. Hopefully this will soon change as we become used to  being 
out of school and mixing with others.

Gung Hay Fat Choy!
Thank you to Mrs Arkle 
for preparing a special 
meal to celebrate Chinese 
New Year this week. Well 
done to Early Years who 
made a beautiful job of 
decorating the serving 
hatch.



EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

  EQUALS  

LATENESS = LOST LEARNING 
*(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

5 mins late each day 3 days lost! 

10 mins late each day 6.5 days lost! 

15 mins late each day  10 days lost! 

20 mins late each day 13 days lost! 

30 mins late each day 19 days lost! 

DANGER ZONE: AS FEW AS 19 MISSED DAYS over the 

school year reduces your chances of success.  YOUR SAT 

or GCSE results could drop by one grade across all 

subjects! 

From Monday 7th February if your 

child in Year 1 - Year 6 arrives after 

8.45 ( unless the buses have caused 

the delay) please bring them to the 

main  school entrance where they will 

be taken to their class by Mrs Athey 

or Mrs Kennedy. As you will be on 

school grounds a face covering will 

need to be worn. This ensures their 

safety as teaching and support staff 

will be no longer be waiting outside as 

we feel that the best use of staff is 

to be working directly with the 

children as early in the morning as 

possible.



HOW MUCH LEARNING I MISS WHEN I’M ABSENT 

% ATTENDANCE DAYS LEARNING MISSED LESSONS MISSED 

100 0 0 

99 1.9 11.4 

98 3.8 22.8 

97 5.7 34.2 

96 7.6 45.6 

95 9.5 57 

94 11.4 68.4 

93 13.3 79.8 

92 15.2 91.2 

91 17.1 102.6 

90 19 114 

From Monday 7th February if your child in Year 1 - 
Year 6 arrives after 8.45 ( unless the buses have 
caused the delay) please bring them to the main  
school entrance where they will be taken to their 
class by Mrs Athey or Mrs Kennedy. As you will be on 
school grounds a face covering will need to be worn. 
This ensures their safety as teaching and support 
staff will be no longer be waiting outside as we feel 
that the best use of staff is to be working directly 
with the children as early in the morning as possible.



School 

Attendance

Fact Sheet 

For Parents 

Everyone wants 

the best start 

for their child 

♦ Every school in Northumberland  has an
allocated Education Welfare Officer who

visits or contacts the school regularly.

♦ The school may refer your child to the

Education Welfare Officer if their

attendance or punctuality is causing concern.

The Education Welfare Officer will then

contact you either by phone, letter or with

a home visit to discuss the school’s concerns

and how the attendance or punctuality can

be improved.

♦ You can contact the Education Welfare

Officer for your child’s school via

school.

10 Tips to help you and you
r child

make going to school easier

1 Help them get their school b
ag packed the

night before

2 Make sure their uniform is 
ready especially

after the holidays or weekend

3 Get them to bed at a reason
able time so

they have a good nights sleep

4 Set the alarm clock early en
ough to allow

plenty of time to get ready pr
operly

5 Make sure they have some b
reakfast

6 Remind them to set off for
 the bus or

start walking early enough so 
they won’t be

late: punctuality is important

7 Check to make they have ev
erything they

need — books, PE kit, bus fare
, dinner

money etc.

8 If your child is finding the 
work too hard

speak to the teacher

9 Talk to your child about wha
t they did in

school today

10 If you or your child are un
happy about the

way they are treated by staff
 or other

pupils, contact the school stra
ight away
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From Monday 7th February if your child in Year 1 - 
Year 6 arrives after 8.45 ( unless the buses have caused 
the delay) please bring them to the main  school 
entrance where they will be taken to their class by Mrs 
Athey or Mrs Kennedy. As you will be on school 
grounds a face covering will need to be worn. This 
ensures their safety as teaching and support staff will 
be no longer be waiting outside as we feel that the best 
use of staff is to be working directly with the children 
in school  as early in the morning as possible.



The Gov
ernment

 regard 9
5% as the

minimum
 satisfac

tory atte
ndance f

or a

secondar
y school 

pupil. 

    
Some

 fact
s abo

ut

scho
ol att

enda
nce…

         

 
 

90% att
endance

 is like h
aving a

day off 
every tw

o weeks.
 

Most ch
ildren sh

ould rout
inely hav

e attend
ance

rates of
 97% or 

more.  T
his is th

e equival
ent of 6

days abs
ence a y

ear.   BU
T  100%

  is  achi
eved by 

many pup
ils every

 year in 
both prim

ary and  
      

secondar
y schools

. 

If you ta
ke a two

 week ho
liday in t

erm

time you
r child’s 

attendan
ce will   

 

automat
ically be

 reduced
 to less 

than 95%
.

If you ta
ke a 2 w

eek holid
ay every

 year in

secondar
y school 

your chil
d will ha

ve misse
d 10

weeks w
orth of e

ducation
 by the t

ime they
 sit

their GC
SE’s (ass

uming th
ey haven

’t had a s
ingle

day off 
for illnes

s).         
             

If your c
hild miss

es 10 we
eks of sc

hool do y
ou

think it w
ill affect

 their ex
am resul

ts?   

A 2 week
  holiday

 each ye
ar in

primary 
school m

eans a to
tal of 14

weeks te
aching ti

me misse
d— this

could ha
ve a real

  impact 
on their

basic lite
racy and

 numerac
y skills.

It is the
 school a

nd not p
arents w

ho decid
e

whether
 or not t

o author
ise abse

nces.  Th
e

parent’s 
note is n

ecessary
 because

 the 

reasons 
given nee

d to be c
onsidere

d by the

school. 

Keeping 
children

 away fr
om schoo

l for no

good rea
son is a c

riminal o
ffence. 

Prolonge
d absenc

e from s
chool can

 lead to

lonelines
s.  It can

  make it
 harder 

for your

child to 
get along

 with oth
er childr

en and

make fri
ends. 

Looking 
after ot

her child
ren

or shopp
ing for n

ew cloth
es

are not g
ood enou

gh reaso
ns to

keep you
r child o

ff schoo
l.  The

schools w
ill not au

thorise a
bsences

without 
a good r

eason fo
r your 

child bei
ng off. 

Keep an 
eye out f

or early 
signs of 

your chil
d not wa

nting to 
go to sch

ool, such
 as mood

iness,

headach
es, or st

omach ac
hes, esp

ecially at
 importa

nt times
 like the

 transitio
n into ye

ar 7 or

after th
e school 

holidays.
  Act upo

n these s
igns earl

y, please
 don’t be

 frighten
ed to sp

eak to

someone
 in schoo

l or ring 
the Educ

ation Welfare O
fficer al

located t
o the sch

ool. 

If your 
child do

es not g
o to

school r
egularly

 and you
 fail

to work 
with  th

e school
 and

the Edu
cation W

elfare   

Service 
then you

 may be

fined up
 to £25

00  or b
e

given a P
arenting

 Order.

Rememb
er the o

nly lega
lly acce

pted re
asons fo

r

not bein
g in sch

ool are 
illness, 

holiday 
approve

d

by scho
ol or a  

day of r
eligious

 observa
nce. 

80% att
endance

 is the s
ame as 

having a

day off
 every w

eek. 

Some pa
rents h

ave bee
n given 

a prison

sentenc
e for co

ntinually
 failing 

to send
 their

child/ch
ildren t

o schoo
l.  

The Gov
ernment

 regard 
95% as t

he

minimum
 satisfac

tory atte
ndance 

for a pri
mary sch

ool pupil
. 

Children
 with po

or

attendan
ce often

become 
the victi

ms

of bullyi
ng. 




