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Policy for Charges and Remissions


Introduction

This document was developed during the Spring Term 2017
It was approved by the governing body in the Spring Term 2017
This policy will be reviewed in the Autumn Term 2022
A schedule for the review of this, and all other policy documents is set out in the school’s cycle of policy reviews.

School Aims

· To provide an open, secure and welcoming environment for each pupil.

· To care for each pupils’ safety, happiness and well being.

· To value our pupils as individuals, developing their ability to take responsibility for themselves and their actions, promoting confidence and self-esteem, and respect for others and their environment.

· To equip our pupils with the knowledge to make informed choices about having a safe and healthy lifestyle. 

· To offer opportunities for our pupils to become involved in the daily life of the school and to prepare them to play an active role as citizens locally and in the wider world. 

· To provide a learning environment, which is challenging and stimulating yet ordered and disciplined.

· To provide a broad and balanced curriculum, setting realistic targets for each pupil.

· To extend and reinforce our pupils learning, making expectations clear, and raising achievement levels.

· To develop and maintain a mutually supportive partnership between home and school.

· To further develop and value the partnership that exists between school and the local churches, in particular, through sharing weekly worship and to encourage an appreciation of the Christian faith and a familiarity with the local Christian heritage.

In accordance with Sections 450 – 461 of the Education Act 1996, the Governing Body make no charge for education or educational activities provided during school hours that are essential for the fulfilment of the National Curriculum or the requirements relating to the teaching of Religious Education.
However, the Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional enrichment activities can make towards the education of pupils. The Governing Body therefore reserves the right to levy charges for the following activities arranged by the school, which will not exceed the actual cost of the activity.

Individual Tuition on a Musical Instrument
If pupils make use of an instrument provided by the school or the Authority a charge will  be made in respect of the maintenance of the instrument in accordance with the published scale of charges. A charge will also be made in respect of the cost of tuition. School currently is part of a music hub and part of this subscription enables us not to make charges at this present time but if budget constraints deem this necessary school is entitled to charge as stipulated above. 

Materials for practical lessons
Contributions or provision of goods may be invited from parents for materials for practical lessons (Design Technology, Food Technology or other subject areas as the Governing Body may from time to time determine), if parents indicate in advance a wish to own the finished product. 
Where parents do not make such an indication, materials for practical subjects will be provided for pupils free of charge, but finished products will not necessarily become the property of the pupil.
Residential visits partly or fully during school hours.

The Governing Body recognises the value of the bi -annual residential field trip experience we provide for pupils. This has clearly defined curriculum objectives and in addition contributes to the personal and social development of each pupil. A charge will be made to cover the cost of travel, activities, board and lodgings which will not exceed the actual cost of the activity.

The Governing Body acknowledges that they will discuss on an individual case by case basis charges to pupils whose families are in receipt of Pupil Premium.
Voluntary Contributions
The Governing Body recognises the school may wish to offer opportunities for pupils to broaden the range of experience in connection with certain curriculum areas within school hours.  Such opportunities might comprise of:
· an educational visit to an historical site


· theatre visits

· work in an art gallery or museum

· use of public swimming pools or use of specialist sports facilities ( in this instance, there is no charge for swimming lessons but  a voluntary contribution towards transport costs is invited and is deemed the only way in which school can continue to offer this provision for the future.)
The Governing Body’s policy is to encourage the school to work jointly with parents in this respect, and invite voluntary contributions from parents, either generally to school funds or specifically for certain activities, in accordance with section 460 of the 1996 Act. 
In encouraging such co-operation the Governing Body is anxious to ensure that parents are made aware that any such contributions are voluntary and that pupils will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution.

The Governing Body recognises that the viability of visits in support of the curriculum, which are desirable but not essential, depends upon the level of voluntary financial support received from parents and delegate to the Head teacher responsibility for decisions in relation to the viability of such visits.

Where such activities take place outside school hours, these will be regarded as “optional extras”.  Participation in any extra activity will be on the basis of parental choice and the full charge for the activity can be made.

Date of implementation:  January 2017                               

Signed:
              Head teacher

            Chair of Governors
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